
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                

 

 

 

 

 

                          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                        

                                                                                                          

 
 

Todd grew up playing basketball and other sports.  
According to Todd, he thought he was pretty good 
at sports and thought he was an athlete…then he 
said, he hoped his memory was serving him 
correctly on that!!  What he wished most of all is 
that football should be played defensively like 
basketball—don’t throw anything. 
     He then wanted to talk a little about being of 
service and how it correlates to basketball.  You 
see, it was my dad who was a coach in the NABC 
(National Associa-tion of Basketball Coaches).  
Todd’s Dad attended every final four of the NABC 
since 1970.  The NABC was sold to the NACC in the 
early 1980’s for $3,500.00 with all the NABC 
coaches being able to have tickets to all the NCAA 
games.  Todd looks back now, and states at that 
time, he was around all these amazing 
people…many of the people who were on TV that 
we all have heard about.   People like John Wooten, 
John Thompson, and so on.   
(Continue on next page) 

 

1946.  And, as a curiosity, a shoe box containing the 
older style black and white, never worn, canvas 
shoes.   
     But first…Todd started out saying he was not 
going to preach a sermon to us.  Rather he wanted 
to speak to us about serving beyond self.  Todd 
stated after listening to some of the things we have 
been giving and doing for the community and for 
people with mobility issues, Lubbock Monterey 
AMBUCS naturally demonstrates the seeking and 
servicing beyond self.  Todd grew up watching 
many people who were into servicing others.  To 
him, his Dad was his hero.  In Todd’s daily prayers, 
he prays that one day, his kids look at him with the 
respect and care Todd has for his Dad.  If that 
becomes the case, then Todd will call himself a 
success.   It isn’t so much what Todd’s Dad has 
accomplished and done, but it was his role model 
he demonstrated in serving others.  That is why, his 
Dad is his hero. 
     The first person Todd calls daily, is his Dad.  He 
can talk to his Dad about something good or some-
thing not so good.  It is his Dad, who wants to be 
there to help Todd or any other person out.  Then, 
Todd held up the shoes…It is these shoes that 
belonged to him…my Dad.  He never wore them.  
Todd then diverted to tell us that he (Todd) was the 
son of a college basketball coach. In 1974, his Dad 
was away at the final four basketball games, when 
his Mother went into labor…with Todd.  His Father 
made it back for the birth of his son, Todd.  When 
Todd was brought home, there wasn’t a Teddy Bear 
waiting for him in the crib…rather his Father’s 
gift…two basketballs in the crib!!  

 

Today’s guest speaker 
was Dr. Todd Salzwedel, 
Pastor at FUMC.  Todd was 
originally from Wisconsin.  
His grandparents came to 

America from Germany in  
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(Continued from Page One – Speaker Dr. Todd Salzwedel) 

What Todd learned as a kid, growing up and being exposed to all these events, and to the men and women 
in these events, he saw they were more concerned about giving of themselves to others.  As an example, 
John Wooten was possibly one of the most successful basketball coaches at that time.  He won 10 NCAA 
titles in 12 years.  But, he would tell you that with all the accolades, all the great players he coached, and 
the titles he won, that was NOT what he wanted to be remembered for.  He would tell you, the greatest 
acclimation he received was from his local church…he received the role model award from his church for 
being a disciple-maker of young men. He often stated, it wasn’t the measure of successes of the wins and 
losses that the statistics showed, but rather it was the measure of a young man he got to lead.   

     In fact, in another story about a basketball player, Bill Walton who comes to a practice and was very 
upset after a game loss…He was throwing things around and yelling.  Coach John Wooten didn’t like 
seeing what he was seeing and sent his players home. The next day, he and his wife were present with his 
team.  John Wooten stood up and said to his players, he had misrepresented himself to his players.  John 
stated he had evidently given them the wrong impression.  He (John) had given his players the impression 
success was the measurement of wins and losses.  “That is where I failed you.”  My wife (John’s wife) is 
here too, because she holds me accountable. I am here to develop you into the young men God created 
you to be.  “I am sorry if I didn’t give you the lesson.” This is an example of what Todd means about being 
able to be around amazing people. 

       In another story, James Naismith, a 10 year old and the son of a logger, lost both his parents in a fire.  
James and his sister then lived with an uncle.  When James’s mother was alive, she taught James how to 
read.  During that time (1800s), it was learning how to read the Bible by candle light.  At the age of 15 years 
old, James decided he would leave school, and find a job to help support his uncle, sister, and himself.  
He went into the logging camps.  At the age of 19, he decided to belly-up-to-the bars.  He was having his 
first glass of whiskey, when a man at the bar turn and said, “Aren’t you Mrs. Naismith’s son?”  James 
said, “Yes sir, I am.”  The man said to James, “Your mother would roll over in her grave if she saw what 
you were doing today.”  It wasn’t the fact James was having a drink, it was the way he was carrying 
himself…it was the role model he was presenting of himself.  At that moment, James was determined to 
never do or seek to do anything that would be an embarrassment his parents again.  He went back and 
finished high school.  He enrolled in college and decided he would go into the ministry.  He then was at 
the YMCA in Springfield, MA, where is used a peach basket at each end of the court.  Rules were 
developed on how to play a game…it first involved 13 rules.  But, it was James who came up with the 14th 
rule…you had to pass the ball three times, before you could make a basket.  It was the 3 passes that were 
reflective of the trinity…to remember the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, through the game of 
basketball.  He moved to Kansas and was a preacher who truly believed in the glory of God and the 
importance of serving to all he met.  He also talked about the 1936 Olympics.  (Had to shorten due to 
space).  Basically, we need to know there is a difference between leadership and serving. 

    Now, going back, Todd’s grandparents were immigrants from Germany and came to America in 1946.  
His grandfather was not a very nice man and Todd was not really very close to him…as His grandfather 
only spoke German.  Todd decided to sign up for a German language class; of which he was kicked out of 
because the only words he knew were not very nice words.  However, he went back to his teacher and 
explained why he was wanting to learn German.  The teacher, then went over the “bad” words he knew 
and told him want they meant.  He was not to ever use them again.  One day he called his grandfather and 
spoke some German to him.  His grandfather called Todd’s Dad up, and said his son was to never speak 
to him in German again.  You see, Todd’s Dad and his Grandfather were not close either.  Todd’ Dad and 
his Grandfather’s family grew up in a house that had no running water.  They had to work very hard and 
they did not have much.  It was Todd’s side of the family that decided to make a change. 

     Todd held up the pair of shoes and started telling about his Dad playing basketball.  Each player was 
given 2 pairs of shoes.  From the perspective of his Dad, he never had a pair of new shoes…now he had 
two pairs.  He held one pair back for safe keeping…wearing one pair all through his first year of playing 
basketball.  The following year, he came back to play with that one pair, but was reprimanded for not 
wearing both pairs during the last year’s school basketball season.  He again, received two new pairs with 
a strong wording to wear them during the current year’s season.  What he learned from this was 
this…When people have the means, they (we) have the responsibility to others…we become role models 
for others in everything we do.  It is by example (role modeling) we make a difference to others. 

(Continued on Next Page) 



  
  
 

Todd finished his speech reading to us the two cards he carries and reads daily.  I have listed one of his 
cards he reads daily.  This particular card is poem. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Todd stated, the above poem was very important to him.  He believed it tells you how to be a role model.  To 

him, there would be no greater act of service he could achieve, than if he heard his kids one day, coming up to 

him and telling him, he provided them with the greatest act of service…BEING A ROLE MODEL, BEING A HERO, 

AND BEING OF SERVICE TO OTHERS. 

 

 

Walk a little plainer, Daddy,”  

Said a little boy so frail, 

“I’m following in your footsteps,  

And I don’t want to fail. 

Sometimes your steps are very plain, 

Sometimes they’re hard to see. 

So walk a little plainer, Daddy, 

For you are leading me. 

I know that you once walked this way 

Many years ago. 

And what you did along the way 

I’d really like to know. 

For sometimes when I’m tempted 

I don’t know what to do. 

So, walk a little plainer, Daddy, 

For I must follow you. 

Someday when I am grown up, 

You are like I want to be, 

Then I will have a little boy, 

Who will want to follow me. 

And I would want to lead him right 

And help him to be true. 

So, walk a little plainer, Daddy, 

For we must follow you. 

 
 

Continued from Previous Page) 



Inspiring Mobility & Independence 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE HAPPY BIRTHDAY AND ANNIVERSARY RECOGNITION CORNER 

Our Fire Extinguisher Birthday Wishes  
Go To 

 
No one!! 

That’s ok, it gives me time to look for 
some more candles!! 

 

Anniversary Wishes Go To 

 

Rollo and Cindy Gurss, 02/28 

 

Bobby Sanders asked all Ambuc members to remember the phrase: 

“YES I CAN” 

 
 

 

Had a change in your phone number, home address, email address, etc.?  

Please email Elizabeth Middleton, emiddleton7aol.com, and provide the 

changes so we can update the member directory, mailing lists, email list, etc.  

Thank you. 

 

 

Marble-O  

Marble-O is a fund raiser for the Big Hat Club.  The monies raised go to auctions at 
the Regional and National Conventions to purchase AMTRYKES.  Richard Hamilton 
has recently added a new marble to the bag…a shiny white and blue marble.  Should 
you draw that one, you’ll receive $10.00.  Draw the cat-eye marble, you’ll receive $5.00.  
Draw the white marble, you’ll receive one-half of the PROGRESSIVE MONEY 
COLLECTED to that date.  To participate and have a chance to draw, you must 
purchase a ticket(s) from Richard.  GOOD LUCK!! 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HAND SHAKER PROGRAM 

The hand shaker program is designed for you to get to know your fellow AMBUC, and it is also a fundraiser for 
the Amtryke program.  Each member puts a dollar into what is referred to as the “Hand Shaker Pot” when 
they come into the meeting.  At the end of the meeting if your badge number is drawn you are eligible for half 
of the monies collected for that meeting. 
To be eligible to win half of the pot you must do the following: 

 Put in your $1 (that is no option) 

 Before you sit down to eat, you are to go around the room and greet each member who is already 

seated and call them by their first name (i.e.: Hi Richard).  If it is a guest, you are to introduce yourself 

to the individual. 

 Each member’s badge has a number applied to the back of the badge. At the end of the meeting, 

usually our speaker is asked to pull out a chip with a number on it. 

 If that person is present at the meeting they are eligible for half of the pot, provided they shook or 

into today’s world - did an elbow or fist bump with the mystery hand shaker. 

 If they did not make contact with the mystery hand shaker, then the money rolls over to the next 

meeting. 

 The “Hand Shaker Program” raises around $480 during our fiscal year or half of an Amtryke. 

 It is the responsibility of the Sargent-at-Arms to pick the mystery hand shaker for the meeting. 

 

 

 

 

PRAYERS FOR: 
Kadee Harcrow’s daughter is suffering from sinus problems and is having sinus 
surgery. Prayers for her, her doctors, and for a quick recovery. 
Pam Sweeten – suffering from a sinus infection.  Also, her brother is having 
diabetic issues.  Prayers for a quick recovery for both Pam and her brother. 
World Prayers for our local, national leaders, and international leaders.  May 
they lead with wisdom. 
Stewart Townsen—After the meeting had a call regarding Stewart.  He did not 
have his surgery due to his hemoglobin being out of normal range.  Stewart will 
need to see a physician here in Lubbock and get his hemoglobin back to normal 
before he can have his foot surgery. Prayers for Stewart and his physicians. 

AMBUCS FOCUS INFORMATION 

Guests attending today’s luncheon:  
Keshaun Thakarar was the guest of Bobby Sanders. 
Cathy Sosebee was the guest of Rick Sosebee. 
Ron Aldridge was the guest of Ron Rummel.  Ron saw that Ron Alridge received a member-
ship packet. 
Anthony Brocato brought himself.  He reported he was coming back to Lubbock Monterey 
Ambucs.  (Rollo asked Bobby Sanders, if this meant he would get a spur pin.) 
 

Prayer 

Requests 

President Bobby Sanders asked Keshaun Thakarar to come to today’s meeting.  Bobby took the time 

to tell Keshaun how much Natu Patel meant to the club.  To honor Natu Patel, Bobby let Keshaun 

know the club would be giving the next AMTRYKE in memory of Natu Patel.  Bobby will let Keshaun 

known in time for him, his wife, and Usha Patel to be present at the AMTRYKE presentation. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dave Hallberg is our AMBUCS Southwest Region Director and he is a 

“hands-on” type of guy!!  He is our go-to support person when we need 

information, assistance, and/or guidance when it comes to the operations 

of our Chapter.   He is an important person for all Chapters who may be 

struggling with their scorecard and he will help solve issues quickly!  Dave 
has lots of resources to help for all who just ask.   He has great ideas and 

has a terrific success record.  Should you have questions, you can give him 

a call:  (817) 247-0494 or email him at swrambucs@gmail.com.  Thanks 

Dave for being so “hands-on”.   “Shoulders Together”. 

MISSION STATEMENT: 
      Inspiring people to conquer challenges related to mobility and 

independence, through a nationwide network of volunteer 

chapters, working in partnership with physical, occupational and 

speech therapists; by providing AMTRYKE adaptive trykes, 

scholarships for therapists and many forms of community service. 

      How can you help?  You can become a member, a sponsor, or 

make a donation to the Lubbock Monterey Chapter of AMBUCS.  

For more information, please visit our website:  

montereyambucs.org 

 

LUBBOCK CHALLENGER LITTLE LEAGUE 

FESTIVAL DAY 

APRIL 2, 2022 

9:00 am 
 

  

mailto:swrambucs@gmail.com
https://montereyambucs.org/join-us/
https://montereyambucs.org/donate/#sponsors
https://montereyambucs.org/donate/
https://www.montereyambucs.org/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

HERE’S YOUR CHANCE TO WIN!! 
We have only 60 raffle tickets to sell and they are a just a mere $20.00 each.  Richard Hamilton is your contact person on 

this and he will be at the greeting/sign-in table on Mondays.  Or text Richard at 806-789-6137 and give him your name 

and the number of tickets you want. You can pay when you pick up your tickets at the Monday Luncheon Meetings, or 

have Richard to advise Roger to mail you a bill.  HURRY BEFORE THEY ARE ALL BOUGHT! 

A description of what you might win is below. 

 

 

I see…The Lubbock Monterey AMBUCS 
will start their SPRING ROUND UP… 
March 1 through April 30, 2022. 

PURPOSE OF SPRING ROUND UP…to educate your prospec-
tive member about Lubbock Monterey AMBUCS mission and 
community involvement…to bring your prospective member to the 
luncheons…prepare your prospective member to say “Yes” when 
President Bobby Sanders ask them to join.  Need a membership 
packet, VISIT montereyambucs.org website.  Or, right click on the 
hyperlink, go to open link in new window and click…takes you 
directly to membership packets for you to print out. 

https://montereyambucs.org/membership-packets/


A THOUGHT TO PONDER… 

From your Editor, Elizabeth Middleton 

Sometimes, things can be best seen in retrospective.  I think this holds true with 
Albert Einstein.  Some of us were fortunate to actually see some of his powerful 
forces to mankind. 

In 1980, Albert Einstein’s daughter donated 1,400 letters written by her father to 
the Hebrew University Library; among which was one that perfectly defines the 
most powerful force in the world.  According to Albert, himself, more powerful 
than any theory he had previously postulated.  In this letter he wrote, 

 “When I proposed the theory of relativity, very few understood me, 
and, what I will reveal now to transmit to mankind, will also collide 

 with the misunderstanding and prejudice in the world.  There is an 
 extremely powerful force for which science has not yet found the 
 formal explanation.  It is a force that includes and governs all others, 
 beyond any phenomena operating in the universe.  This universal 
 force is love. 
 Love is light that enlightens those who give and receive it. 

 Love is gravity because it makes some people feel attracted to others. 

 Love is powerful, because it multiplies the best we have, and allows 
humanity, not to be extinguished in their blind selfishness.  

 Love unfolds and reveals.” 

In reading this portion of his letter, I thought of two current issues:  (1) Russia’s 
attack on Ukraine, and (2) our Spring Round Up.  (1) Russia’s attack shows the 
selfishness of one person affecting Ukrainians who desire democracy, freedom, 
and self-government.  It is the Ukrainian people who have compassion to defend 
themselves.  It is Putin’s selfishness vs. the love of the Ukrainian people.  So 
prayers are needed for strength and forthrightness. (2) As far as members of the 
Lubbock Monterey AMBUCS, we have a common mission to build our Chapter 
into a bigger and better club.  We have the purpose in bringing prospective 
members who are caring, selfless, and desiring to benefit others through our 
services…or love to unfold and reveal for the betterment of children, adults, and 
our community.  Bring your prospective members during Spring Round Up!!!  Let’s 
ask your prospective guest to join at each meeting.  You have been challenged for 
the good, and for the love of our Chapter’s mission!!  
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