
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                

 

 

 

 

 

                          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                        

                                                                                                          

 

LUBBOCK MONTEREY 
          BUC & BULL 
  

     DIGITAL NEWSLETTER 
            Date:  09/27/2021 

 

Invite a guest to the Monday 

Luncheon Meetings.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Monday came, and according to Cassie that was the 
shortest doctor’s office visit she had ever seen.  The 
doctor came in and then left the room.  He came 
back in and stated she was to go immediately to the 
ophthalmologist’s office.  The ophthalmologist said 
there was nothing structurally causing the move-
ment. But what he was seeing was not common and 
was most likely caused by a brain tumor.  Bryce had 
many tests performed.  Then in a few days, the 
ophthalmologist called and apologized for stating it 
could be a brain tumor.  He told Cassie there was no 
brain tumor.  While she was glad of that, she still did 
not know what was wrong with Bryce.  From the age 
of 5 months till Bryce was 3 ½ years old there were 9 
different diagnosis or “we don’t know”.  Cassie 
stated she was a “mama-bear”, and that just wasn’t 
good enough.  So she did what everyone said not to 
do…get on the internet.  As a result she came upon 
Alstrom Syndrome and decided this was what Bryce 
displayed.  She found there was very little research 
on the disease and very few published papers.  
However, she found a chat group and thought she 
would just join in and listen.  But to get into the chat 
group, you had to apply and be approved.   The very 
next morning, she received a notice from Jean 
Marshall who was running a research project on 
Alstrom.  (Continued on Page 7 of Newsletter) 

Today’s speaker:  Cassie 
Johnston, Alstrom Angels.  
Cassie is a member of the 
Caprock AMBUCS Chapter. 

Alstrom Syndrome is a recessively inherited disease: 
both parents are obligate carriers, meaning they will 
not exhibit the features of Alstrom Syndrome (ALMS).  
ALMS encompasses multiple organ systems and is 
thought to have only one underlying cause: alteration 
(mutation) in one gene ALMS1.  General profile is low 
vision to blindness, hearing loss, obesity, type 2 
diabetes, progressive liver and kidney problems, 
heart, lung, urological and livery dysfunction.  
Features of Alstrom Syndrome can be wide-spread 
and vary.  Misdiagnosis is common; especially early 
on, before some of the classic symptoms develop.  It 
is an orphan disease with less than 1,000 cases 
documented in the world.  About 700 in the U.S. 
      Cassie showed a video on her daughter Bryce 
when she was 6 years old.  Bryce stated she was a 
daughter, a sister, a friend, and someone’s angle. She 
is a vivacious child who wants to be just like regular 
kids. 
      After the video, Cassie stated Bryce is now in the 
7th grade and is mainstreamed in her school.  She is 
even a cheerleader and is competitive in special 
cheerleading competitions.  Cassie prefers to say she 
is blessed and looks on the bright side when it comes 
to her daughter.  She describes her daughter as 
smart, funny, headstrong and determined.  But, it was 
a long and hard road in the beginning. 
     When Bryce was born, she was such a beautiful, 
normal, healthy baby.  Then, at 5 months, while at the 
grocery store, Cassie noticed something wrong with 
Bryce’s eyes…they were jumping and bobbling.  She 
called the doctor’s office and talked with the nurse.  
The nurse said to keep an eye on her and to go to the 
ER if there was a worsening factor; otherwise, the 
doctor would see her in the office on Monday. 
      

UPCOMING SPEAKERS AND EVENTS 
09/28/2021-Board Meeting 12:00 Noon Picos’s 
10/01/2021-SOCIAL-Friday Art Trail at Cathy 
     Sosebee’s Office 901 Mac Davis Lane. 
10/04/2021-Calvin Davis, SBA 
10/11/2021-Kim Davis 
10/18/2021-Lynn Tony, Slaton Harvey House 
10/25/2021-Texas Tech Masked Rider 
11/01/2021-Bill Wrench, X-Fab 
11/08/2021-AirTex 
11/15/2021-TBA 

 
 

 

Branding Time…”Share and 
Grow”.  Share our Mission 
and Grow our Membership!” 

 



Inspiring Mobility & Independence 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Planning on attending the Social scheduled on October 1, 2021?  If you did not sign up on Monday, 
September 27, but plan on attending, please text Elizabeth at (806) 787 0005 with your name and number 
attending.  Location is at Cathy Sosebee’s Office (close to Two Docs), 901 Mac Davis.  Should you have 
problems finding her office, please call Rick Sosebee at (806) 500-5609 and he will help you find the place.  
Beer, Wine and pizza is furnished!!  Starts at 6:00 pm---So come and enjoy!!! 

THE HAPPY BIRTHDAY AND ANNIVERSARY RECOGNITION CORNER 

Our Fire Extinguisher Birthday Wishes  
Go To 

Karen Rummel 09/27 

Anniversary Wishes Go To 

Roger And Donita Clark  09/29 

Brett and Ginger King  10/01 

Bobby Sanders asked all Ambuc members to remember the phrase: 

“YES I CAN” 

 

 

 

PLEASE text Elizabeth if you are interested in working as an assistant on the newsletter and/or 
website.  806-787-0005. Need additional information, please call. 

Marble-O  

Marble-O is a fund raiser for the Big Hat Club.  The monies raised go to 
auctions at the Regional and National Conventions to purchase 

AMTRYKES. 

 

Have you had a change in your phone number, home address, email address, 

etc.?  Please email Elizabeth Middleton, emiddleton7aol.com, and provide the 

changes so we can update the member directory, mailing lists, email list, etc.  

Thank you. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HAND SHAKER PROGRAM 

The hand shaker program is designed for you to get to know your fellow AMBUC, and it is also a fundraiser for 
the Amtryke program.  Each member puts a dollar into what is referred to as the “Hand Shaker Pot” when 
they come into the meeting.  At the end of the meeting if your badge number is drawn you are eligible for half 
of the monies collected for that meeting. 
To be eligible to win half of the pot you must do the following: 

 Put in your $1 (that is no option) 

 Before you sit down to eat, you are to go around the room and greet each member who is already 

seated and call them by their first name (i.e.: Hi Richard).  If it is a guest, you are to introduce yourself 

to the individual. 

 Each member’s badge has a number applied to the back of the badge. At the end of the meeting, 

usually our speaker is asked to pull out a chip with a number on it. 

 If that person is present at the meeting they are eligible for half of the pot, provided they shook or 

into today’s world - did an elbow or fist bump with the mystery hand shaker. 

 If they did not make contact with the mystery hand shaker, then the money rolls over to the next 

meeting. 

 The “Hand Shaker Program” raises around $480 during our fiscal year or half of an Amtryke. 

 It is the responsibility of the Sargent-at-Arms to pick the mystery hand shaker for the meeting. 

 

 

 

PRAYER 

REQUESTS 

Please keep the following in your prayers 

Sarge Summers family, his previous wife’s cousin, passed away, due to 

Covid.  Please pray for comfort to the family. 

Prayers for the fair restaurant to be successful. 

AMBUCS FOCUS INFORMATION 

Guests attending today’s luncheon:   Julie Moreland was the guest of Jennifer Loper.  Thank 
you Jennifer for bringing your mom to the meeting.  We all enjoyed meeting her AND seeing 
you.   

 

 

IT’S THAT TIME OF THE YEAR…..and the membership 
committee is busy getting ready for Branding Time.  From 
October 1 – November 30, AMBUC Members are to invite 
prospective guests for membership.  Robbye Hendryx, Chair, 
reported this year’s Branding theme is “Share and Grow”.  
Share our Mission and Grow our Memberships.  So do your 
part and bring in guests you believe will make a great member.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A big “Thank You” to those who volunteered to help out the Hale Center Booster 
Club (HCBC) at the fair.   On September 19, 2021 some Ambucs where there for 
the pre-cleaning.  The large group of volunteers ran the restaurant on Friday, 
September 24, 2021.  These AMBUC volunteers and three PT students, demon-
strated the true act of “shoulders together”.  Enjoy the photos!!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lubbock continues in an up-tick in Covid cases.  Not only is the up-tick in 

non-vaccinated, but there is a 3-7% in breakthrough in those who are fully 

vaccinated.  Members who believe you should wear a mask to protect 

yourself, please do so.  There is no regulation on this: it is a personal 

preference based on your own health needs and beliefs. 

 

Thanks to the AMBUCS who volunteered for the Christmas “Secret Event”.  We should be able 

to pull this off for the Christmas Party on December 6.  They are Elizabeth Middleton, Kim 

Davis, Donna Rose Shattuck and Oscar Will.  And yes, their lips are sealed, as we want you to 

have a special surprise on that evening.  Thanks to Rollo for allowing us to do this! 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

  

OTHER IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER 

Saturday, October 9th two important, back-to-back virtual events.  First, the National Big Hat 

Club will hold their annual BIG HAT BUSINESS MEETING from 11:00 am – 11:40 am EST / 10:00 

AM – 10:40 CST via zoom.  Only Big Hatters need to attend.   

Then, the NATIONAL AMBUCS AWARDS CEREMONY FROM 11:45 AM – 1:00pm EST / 10:45 am 

- 12:00pm CST via zoom.  This is for all members of AMBUCS. 

Please refer to you Ambucs News – September, 2021 from our Southwest Region Director 

David “Dave” Hallberg. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Look at our Number One golf team members who participated in the 

West Texas Parkinson’s Golf Tournament on September 27, 2021!! 

 

 

 

 

AMBUC GOLF TEAM:  Bill Wrench, Hugh Lankford, Bobby Sanders, and Oscar Will 

(Center)  Kadee Harcrow 

 

AMBUC GOLF TEAM:  Bill Wrench, Hugh Lankford, 

Bobby Sanders, and Oscar Will 

(Center)  Pam Sweeten 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Continuation from Page One – Alstrom Syndrome 

 

Jane told Cassie she had come to the right place.  Cassie told her that in Dallas 
they were running a genetic test on her daughter, but it had been about a year 
and still no result.  Jane told her that wasn’t the correct test and she would 
send her a kit for testing.  The kit arrived immediately and 8 weeks later, Cassie 
found out Bryce had Alstrom Syndrome.  As Cassie stated, it was such a relief 
to finally know her daughter’s diagnosis; but yet, it was intimidating.  At first, it 
was hard on every member in the family.  Each family member went through all 
the levels of denial, ups and downs. 
      Instead of crumbling under the diagnosis, they decided to become pro-
active by starting an organization.  They immediately started raising funds and 
raised $40,000.00 for Jane Marshall’s research.  When they sent a check to 
Jane, Cassie found out this was the largest one-time check and the yearly 
research budget was about $100,000.00 a year.  People started taking notice of 
what Cassie was doing and wanted to help her in developing a 501C non-profit. 
Others wanted to be on the board of the organization. 
      The non-profit was developed and it was broadened to not only address the 
Alstrom Syndrome, but those who have part of the symptoms of Alstrom.  They 
were thinking outside of the box and the Community Transformation, a 
secondary part of the original 501C, was developed.  The purpose:  bringing 
awareness and support.  Each year it sponsors a free Easter Egg Hunt adapted 
to both special kids and regular kids.  Regular kids have to be blindfolded if 
they want to participate in the egg hunt.  There are special “beeping” eggs for 
the kids to find.  This is a free event.  All (the kids and the parents) have fun 
and are excited seeing their kids have a great time.   
      Cassie told the story of a “normal” child who participated in the Easter 
Hunt was later seen in a grocery store with his blindfold on from the event.  He 
told his mom he wanted to see if he was able to go up and down the aisles.  It 
was at that moment Cassie knew he had been integrated and wanted to know 
how it felt to be blind.  That child had gained knowledge through his 
participation in the Easter Egg hunt. 
       One project that will have a big transformation is the indoor Milestones 
Development and Play Park.  The City of Lubbock donated land at the 
McAlister Park for the building site.  When completed, it is designed 
specifically for those with disabilities; but will be for everyone.  It is an all 
inclusive indoor play park designed to have a non-distractIng environment and 
maintain a consistent 70 degrees.  It embraces inclusion.  Construction 
completion is anticipated to take 12 months.   
      Summary:  Alstrom Syndrome have 5 “cardinal diagnostic features” 
described in the medical literature:  early retinal degeneration, hearing 
impairment, obesity, diabetes mellitus and renal failure, with the absence of 
mental retardation and normal fingers and toes.  It is an orphan syndrome.  In 
the State of Texas there have been only 4 known cases; with 2 who have 
passed away…two children who are still living.   
     For more information, please visit www.alstromangels.com.  Also on their 
website is an informative 177 page handbook to be used as a guide post, for 
anyone who has a child with Alstrom Syndrome OR for those wanting more 
information. 
 

http://www.alstromangels.com/


 LUBBOCK MONTEREY AMBUCS OFFICERS AND COMMITTEES 
June 1, 2021 – May 31, 2022 

 
 

 

 

OFFICERS 
President-Bobby Sanders 

President Elect-Rick Sosebee 

Vice President-Richard Hamilton 

Treasurer-Roger Clark 

Secretary-Donna Shattuck 

Sergeants At Arms-Hugh Lankford 

and Gail King 

Chaplin-Bill Wrench 

Past President-Robbye Hendryx 

 

One Year Board Members 
Kadee Harcrow 

Subodh Patel 

Jim Berrier 

Jim Anderson 

 

Two Year Board Members 
Shauna Brown 

Thad Politte 

Brett King 

Taylor Bristow 

 

Appointment 
Webmaster/Newsletter 

Elizabeth Middleton 

(non-voting) 

 

SUMMERFEST COMMITTEE 

Kim Davis, Chair 

Vickie Bunting                     Rollo Gurss                       Scott Piercy 

Roger Clark                         Richard Hamilton             Bobby Sanders  

Stacy Creitz                         Kadee Harcrow                Donna Shattuck     

Gail King                              Robbye Hendryx               Rick Sosebee                    

Brett King                            Gary McDonald                 Pam Sweeten     

Lauren Fey                                      Marcus Young                          

 

 

 AMBILITY 
Jim Anderson Co-Chair Gary 

McDonald Co-Chair 

Elizabeth Middleton 

Roger Clark 

 

WEBSITE & NEWSLETTER 

Elizabeth Middleton, 

Webmaster/Editor 

 

SOCIAL 

Rollo Gurss, Chair 

 
Jim Berrier 

David Brenholtz 

Shauna Brown 

Stacy Creitz 

Kim Davis 

Stephen Fannin 

Jeff Gibson 

Kadee Harcrow 

Richard Hamilton 

Gail King 

Hugh Lankford 

Bobby Sanders 

Eric Sansom 

Rick Sosebee 

Pam Sweeten 

Mike Webster 

Oscar Will 
 

 

MEMBERSHIP 

Robbye Hendryx, Chair 
Jim Berrier 

Dani Brady 

David Brenholtz 

Roger Clark 

Stacy Creitz 

Kim Davis 

Chris Edwards 

Brett King 

Scott Piercy 

Thad Politte 

Bobby Sanders 

Donna Shattuck 

Rick Sosebee 

Marcus Young 

 

SPONSORSHIPS 

Richard Hamilton, Chair 
Dani Brady 

Taylor Bristow 

Chris Edwards 

Stephen Fannin 

Emmanuel Gaytan 

Rollo Gurss 

Robbye Hendryx 

Sean Moore 

Subodh Patel 

Thad Politte 

Oscar Will 

Bill Wrench 

 

PUBLICITY/VISIBILITY 

Mike Webster, Chair 
Dani Brady 

Taylor Bristow 

Shauna Brown 

Vickie Bunting 

Chris Edwards 

Lauren Fey 

Emmanuel Gaytan 

Jeff Gibson 

Kadee Harcrow 

Hugh Langford 

Rusty Thoma 

FINANCE 

Eric Sansom, Chair 
Jim Berrier 

Taylor Bristow 
Roger Clark 
Kim Davis 

Lauren Fey 
Kadee Harcrow (Scholarships Only) 

Hugh Langford 
Sean Moore 

Pam Sweeten 
Rusty Thoma 

Oscar Will 
Bill Wrench 

 

 

 

PROGRAMS 

Pam Sweeten, Chair 
Kim Davis 

Kadee Harcrow 

Subodh Patel 
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