
 

              High   Low    Rain

Wed.  73 35 –

Thurs.  76 37 –

Weather
2022 rainfall
total: 0.14 in.

Weather data obtained from West Texas Mesonet

I have never been hurt by anything I 
didn’t say.  - Calvin Coolidge

Thought

PPrress
LamesaLamesa

pReporter
$100

117th Year, No. 19,  14 Pages, Two Sections Lamesa, Texas, Sunday, March 6, 2022

JUST THE FRAMEWORK
Workers at the left look tiny amid the lattice-work of shoring 
being put up to provide support when some 238 pre-formed 
panels of concrete are lifted into place to form a massive 
water storage tank for the City of Lamesa.  The tank will be 

270 feet wide – almost the length of a football fi eld – with 
the domed roof soaring 72 feet above the fl oor at the high-
est point.  
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By Russel Skiles
Lamesa Press-Reporter
 “It’s a monster!”

 That’s just one of  the ex-

pressions J.T. Puckett uses 

when describing the massive 

14-million-gallon water 

storage tank 

now being built 

here.

 Few people 

noticed when 

construction 

began more 

than fi ve 

months ago.  

 That’s 

because, until 

recently, the 

construction 

site has mainly 

been a really 

wide hole in the ground.

 But that changed just over 

a week ago when scaff old-

like shoring started going 

up a couple blocks west of  

Bryan Ave., at the end of  N. 

15th St.

 An initial few spindly-

looking towers which went 

up just over a week ago has 

grown daily into an impres-

sive-looking steel structure 

of  its own.

 And it’s still growing.

 But that’s just the tempo-

rary support for putting in 

place the roof  of  the mass-

ing concrete 

tank, explains 

Puckett.

  Puckett is 

the resident 

project repre-

sentative for 

Parkhill, the 

Lubbock engi-

neering fi rm 

that has spent 

the past few 

years design-

ing the tank.

 A 1981 

graduate of  Lamesa High 

School, Puckett is the engi-

neering fi rm’s on-site repre-

sentative to assure the work 

is being done as specifi ed.

 As the shoring taking 

shape indicates, it is a mas-

sive project – at least as far 

as water tanks are con-

cerned.

 The tank is designed to 

hold enough water to keep 

the entire city supplied for 

about a week to 10 days – or 

as many as 40-60 days with 

water use restrictions in 

place – in the event the city’s 

water supplies are disrupt-

ed.

 It takes a “monster” tank 

to hold that much water.

 The tank will be 270 feet 

wide – the distance on a 

football fi eld from the goal 

line at one end to the 10-yard 

line at the opposite end.

 The concrete walls, more 

than a foot thick at the base, 

will be 40 feet tall.

 At its peak, the domed 

concrete roof  will soar 72 

feet above the fl oor, with 

about 5 feet of  the tank 

below ground level.

 “It’s massive,” said 

Puckett, who previously has 

worked on 8-million-gallon 

and 10-million-gallon tanks, 

but never one this large.

 “In West Texas, it is the 

largest concrete storage 

tank in this area, for sure,” 

he said.

 Just pouring the concrete 

fl oor, done in two pieces 

on separate days, was a big 

undertaking.

 “The fl oor itself  is about 

a thousand cubic yards (of  

concrete),” Puckett said.

 Pouring each half  of  that 

fl oor, he said, involved 49 

truck loads of  concrete, two 

concrete pumps, and 30 con-

struction workers handling 

concrete from about 6 a.m. 

to 2 p.m.

 During the past few weeks  

much of  the focus has been 

on pouring the formed con-

crete panels that will be put 

together to create the walls 

and roof  of  the tank.

 That concrete work begins 

about 5 a.m. each day.

 “We’ve been doing any-

where from 15-20 panels per 

day,” Puckett said.

 It will take about 50 panels 

to build the walls and an-

other 188 panels to form the 

roof.

 Puckett said they hope to 

See TANK, Page 2

‘It’s a monster’
Framework for massive water tower drawing notice

‘We’ll set the 
roof panels 
fi rst, then set 
up the wall 
panels under 
them.

J.T. Puckett
project representative

 Unless someone else turns 

in the necessary paperwork 

by 5 p.m. Monday to run in 

the city council’s District 6 

spot, there will be only two 

candidates on the ballot.

 The deadline for candi-

dates to fi le in the race is 

Monday. Tuesday is the last 

day for write-in candidates 

to fi le, said City Secretary 

Betty Conde.

 The special election on 

May 7 to fi ll the seat former-

ly held by Doug Morris has 

drawn two candidates as of  

Friday afternoon.

 Rudy Sauseda, Jr. and 

Robin Wiley are so far the 

only candidates seeking the 

position.

 “I guess it’s just going to 

be the two unless someone 

comes in Monday,” Conde 

said.

 The winning candidate 

will fi nish Morris’ unex-

pired term ending in May 

2024.

 City council members 

called for the special elec-

tion after Morris resigned to 

to run  in the mayoral race. 

He later withdrew from the 

race after Mayor Josh Ste-

vens tossed his hat into the 

ring in a bid for re-election.

 This is the second time 

since last September that 

the city is conducting a 

special election. Former 

Council member Dore Rodri-

guez resigned his District 4 

seat last September.  Danny 

Jacobs won that seat and 

will fi nish out Rodriguez’ 

unexpired term in May 2024.

 Council members are not 

required to live in the dis-

tricts they represent. They 

just have to be city resi-

dents. Only voters residing 

within District 6 can vote in 

the upcoming race.

Filing period
ends Monday
for city seat

By Mary Elizabeth Davis
Lamesa Press-Reporter
 You see them in neighbor-

hoods, on school grounds 

and in city parks – people 

walking who aren’t re-

ally headed anywhere; just 

walking for the exercise. 

 Walking is found to be 

safer, more convenient and 

less likely to result in inju-

ries than many other forms 

of  exercise. 

 It also happens to be free.

 Married couple Shalane 

and Dean Grassie try to 

walk about two miles a day. 

They strolled early Friday 

night after supper at Forrest 

Park. 

 Dean once ran marathons, 

but he stopped when, as he 

got older, it got too hard on 

the knees to continue run-

ning.

 “We’re trying to get back 

into the routine,” Shalane 

said. “You walk and then 

Christmas. Then you walk.”

 Walkers have access to 11 

municipal parks in Lamesa. 

Two of  them – Forrest 

Park and the N. 22nd Street 

Park – tend to be the most 

popular among walkers and 

joggers.

 “They come out any time: 

mornings, in the afternoon 

and in the evening,” said 

Robert Ramirez, director of  

the city’s parks department. 

“It’s seasonal. This kind of  

weather we’re having right 

now, they tend to come out.”

 Walkers also utilize local 

school facilities for their 

cardio workouts. 

 A few years ago, school 

offi  cials installed “walk-

ing lights” around the high 

school track and football 

fi eld. The LED lights are 

about 60 feet up light poles. 

Their main function is to il-

luminate the area specifi cal-

ly for walkers and joggers.

 “They come on with light 

sensors. They light up the 

whole track area. They stay 

on until the next morning,” 

said School Superintendent 

Jim Knight. 

 “We did that so that 

people can walk late at night 

or early in the morning.

 “We wanted people to 

walk and have safety; espe-

cially the older people who 

walk.”

 Residents usually have 

access to the high school 

track 24 hours a day unless 

school athletes are utilizing 

the area, said Knight.  

 “Most of  them know when 

that is,” Knight said. “Other 

than that, we let them use it 

at any time.”

 Another favorite spot for 

a walk is the sidewalk along 

South Elementary School. 

Walkers have access to the 

area except during school 

hours. 

 The walkway cuts 

through the school play-

ground. During school 

hours, school staff  shut the 

gates as a safety measure 

for the protection of  stu-

dents on campus.

 “We shut the gates as 

soon as school starts and 

we unlock them once school 

ends,” Knight said.

Feed One Food 
Bank adjusts 
distribution time
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LHS students 
advancing to 
state competition
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Sands girls competing 
in state championship 
basketball game
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Lamesa offers several venues for taking a stroll

‘They (walkers) 
come out any 
time: mornings, in 
the afternoon and 
in the evening.

Robert Ramirez
city parks director

TAKING A WALK
Dean and Shalane Grassie walk through Forrest Park Friday 
evening. The couple sets a goal of doing two miles of walk-
ing each evening as part of living a healthy lifestyle.
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Festival plans
taking shape
 Final plans are coming 

together as Lamesa’s big 

Chicken Fried Steak Festival 

is now less than two months 

away.

 “We’re expecting it to be 

as good or better than any-

thing we’ve had in the past,” 

Lamesa City Manager Joe 

Hines said Friday afternoon.

 “We’re expecting 4,000 to 

5,000 people that Saturday.”

 Scheduled for April 29 

through May 1 at Forrest 

Park, the 12th annual festi-

val will feature many of  the 

same things from the past 

but with some new twists to 

the activities as well.

 One of  those changes will 

be a switch this year from a 

chicken fried steak dinner 

on the opening night to more 

chicken fried steak served 

up in the park by various 

food vendors both Friday 

and Saturday.

 “We’re asking all of  the 

vendors who cook to pre-

pare something involving 

chicken-fried steak,” Hines 

said.  “We’ve asked them to 

be creative.”

 Some of  the ideas he’s 

already hearing about, in ad-

dition to traditional chicken 

fried steak dinners, are such 

things as chicken fried steak 

on a stick and chicken fried 

steak bites.

 Another change will be a 

blending of  various music 

styles both nights, instead 

of  focusing on Tejano music 

one night and Country mu-

sic another night.

 “We’re excited about 

that,” Hines said.  “Both 

nights we’re going to inter-

mingle some Tejano and 

Country music throughout.  

We have a lot of  bands that 

are coming.”

 Headlining the entertain-

ment as the fi nal performer 

See FESTIVAL, Page 2
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There are 288 dome panels.
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what do

muddy boots

have to do

with banking?
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Nothing, unless you’re one of our ag lenders.

Lots of banks talk about their support of agribusiness, but let’s face it: they’re not really willing to 
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you can rest assured we’ll help keep that mud patch under your feet. 
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fi nish pouring those panels 

during the coming week.

 Putting all those panels 

into place, in something of  

a jig-saw puzzle fashion, 

should be something to see.

 That’s where the shoring 

that has been going up will 

be put to use.

 The carefully-planned 

procedure will take place in 

an order exactly opposite of  

what is normally seen dur-

ing a construction project.

 Puckett said the roof  pan-

els actually will go in place 

fi rst, atop the lattice-work of  

shoring.

 “We’ll set the roof  panels 

fi rst, then set up the wall 

panels under them,” he said.

 As the panels are put 

in place, the joints will be 

sealed with a poly material.

 A couple of  cables will 

completely encircle the 

structure and will be tight-

ened to pull all the panels 

tightly together.

 “It’s a marvel of  engineer-

ing,” Puckett said.

 Eventually shotcrete – 

concrete or mortar sprayed 

on at high pressure – will be 

applied to the walls and roof  

to further seal the structure 

and give it a cohesive look.

 “Once it’s fi nished you 

won’t see any joints at all in 

that concrete tank.  It’ll look 

like one piece,” Puckett said.

 It will be painted white.  A 

sealant – like what is used 

on overhead water towers 

– will be applied to both the 

inside and outside of  the 

tank.

 And what about the shor-

ing that is now starting to 

defi ne the shape and size of  

the tank?

 Before the fi nal few roof  

pieces are put in place – and 

with at least one wall section 

still open – all of  that will be 

removed.

 “It’ll come down just like 

it went up,” Puckett said.

 A crane will lift much 

of  the shoring out through 

those last openings in the 

top, with the rest taken out 

where the fi nal wall section 

will be installed.

 The roof  of  the tank then 

will rest entirely on the 

walls, with no interior sup-

ports.

 Puckett, whose father 

was a longtime doctor in 

Lamesa, said he is excited to 

be helping with the project 

in the community where he 

grew up.

 “I wanted to be part of  it 

because I want to be sure 

Lamesa gets what it de-

serves,” he said.

 Construction on the tank 

itself  is expected to be com-

pleted this coming August or 

September.  

 But with the tank to be 

followed by construction of  

a pump station and other 

work, Puckett said it prob-

ably will be another year be-

fore the entire water project 

is fi nished.

TANK

FESTIVAL

Police Blotter

Continued from Page 1
on Saturday night will be 

Michael Salgado, a well-

known Latin Grammy 

award winner with numer-

ous albums to his credit.

 City Council member 

Bobby Gonzales, who is 

coordinating the musical en-

tertainment, said the lineup 

will begin on Friday with Bo 

Garza, a deejay from Lub-

bock, followed by the local 

band Texas Rain and then 

Jukebox Preachers featur-

ing Art Tigerina, a Country 

band from Austin.

 The music that Satur-

day, in addition to Michael 

Salgado, will be provided 

by deejay Jake Gonzales 

with 106.5 in Lubbock, the 

First Baptist Church Youth 

Band, Common Ground, 

and Bobby G and the Galaxy 

Band.

 Returning after being 

missed at last year’s festival 

is a team roping competition 

on Saturday at the Lamesa 

rodeo arena, just across the 

street from the park.

 An array of  other activi-

ties will include a car show, 

volleyball and kickball 

tournaments, tumbling and 

others.

 “We’re still fi nalizing all 

those details,” Hines said.  

“It’s coming together.”

 Booth registration forms 

for the festival are now 

available on the city’s web-

site.  Fees for booths range 

from $50 for a 20’-by-20’ spot 

without electricity up to $150 

for a 20’-by-40’ space with 

electricity available.

 City offi  cials are still 

soliciting sponsors to help 

fi nance the event.

 “Right now the sponsor-

ships are higher than we 

were last year,” Hines said.

 Having moved to Lamesa 

as city manager just this 

past fall, Hines said prepar-

ing for the big festival has 

been an exciting and some-

what eye-opening experi-

ence for him.

 “I had no idea it was this 

big a deal,” he said.  “It’s 

been really interesting.”

 He emphasized, however, 

that putting on the event 

is defi nitely a team eff ort 

involving not only city of-

fi cials and personnel but 

the Chamber of  Commerce, 

community volunteers and 

others.

 “There are a lot of  people 

involved in making this hap-

pen,” he said.

 The following were among 

the many calls received re-

cently by the Lamesa Police 

Department:

Friday, Feb. 18
 6:50 a.m. – A hit-and-run 
accident was reported in the 
400 block of N. Lynn Ave.  
Police completed an offense 
report.

9:13 a.m. – The fire depart-
ment was dispatched following 
a report of a vehicle fire at 
Hwy. 87 and Co. Rd. 30 south 
of Lamesa.

1:47 p.m. – An offense re-
port was filed after police met 
with an individual at the police 
department. 

7:26 p.m. – The sheriff’s 
office was dispatched after a call 
was received regarding a theft in 
the 1500 block of Co. Rd. 16.
 
Saturday, Feb. 19
 2:54 a.m. – Multiple person-
nel responded to a report of a 
vehicle fire near Hwy. 137 and 
Co. Rd. 11 north of Lamesa.  
No such fire was located.
 4:29 a.m. – A fire was re-
ported in the 1000 block of N. 
21st St.  The fire department 
was dispatched.

5:56 a.m. – A man with a 
gun was reported in the 400 
block of S. Ave. F.  Multiple 
officers responded.

Sunday, Feb. 20
 2:11 a.m. – Multiple per-
sonnel responded following a 
report of a theft in the 2000 
block of Hwy. 137.

1:39 p.m. – One person was 
arrested after police responded 
to a report of a crime in prog-
ress on S.E. 10th St.

Monday, Feb. 21
 7:31 a.m. – A burglary of 
an auto was reported in the 
500 block of N. 6th St.  Police 
completed an offense report.

9:34 a.m. – Police filed an 
offense report after receiving 
a call about a burglary in the 
1000 block of N. 13th St.

12:42 p.m. – Multiple per-
sonnel responded to a report of 
a grass fire in the area of Co. 
Rd. 20.

2:13 p.m. – A minor traffic 
accident was reported in the 
500 block of S. 2nd St.

Tuesday, Feb. 22
 12:39 a.m. – Multiple of-
ficers responded following a 
report of a burglary in progress 
at a residence in the 1500 
block of Co. Rd. 16.

7:04 a.m. – A burglary of an 

auto was reported in the 500 
block of N. Dallas Ave.  Police 
filed an offense report.
 7:13 a.m. – An offense 
report was filed regarding a 
burglary of an auto in the 800 
block of N. 12th St.
 7:47 a.m. – Police filed an 
offense report after receiving 
a call regarding a suspicious 
person or vehicle in the 500 
block of N. 15th St.
 8:37 a.m. – A burglary of an 
auto was reported in the 1000 
block of N. Bryan Ave.  Police 
completed an offense report.
 10:40 a.m. – Police filed an 
offense report after being called 
to meet with an individual in 
the 900 block of N.E. 3rd St.
 
Wednesday, Feb. 23
 5:22 a.m. – A minor traffic 
accident was reported on Hwy. 
180 east of Lamesa.
 6:34 a.m. – Officers re-
sponded to a report of a minor 
traffic accident on Juniper Dr.
 2:07 p.m. – Police received 
a report of vandalism at a busi-
ness in the 700 block of N. 1st 
St.
 8:03 p.m. – Police com-
pleted an offense report after 
responding to a call regarding a 
burglary of an auto in the 500 
block of N. Elgin Ave.
 
Thursday, Feb. 24
 8:52 a.m. – A vehicle was 
impounded following a traffic 
stop in the 1000 block of N. 
5th St.
 10:06 a.m. – A man with a 
gun was reported in the 400 
block of Hwy. 180 west of 
Lamesa.  The sheriff’s office 
was notified.
 3:02 p.m. – Multiple per-
sonnel responded to a report 
of a minor traffic accident on 
Hwy. 87 south of Lamesa.
 4:35 p.m. – An arrest was 
made after officers responded 
to a report of a suspicious 
person in the 900 block of N. 
Ave. K.
 4:42 p.m. – Multiple per-
sonnel responded to a report of 
a civil disturbance in the 300 
block of N. 13th St.
 9:59 p.m. – A minor traffic 
accident was reported near 
Hwy. 349 and FM 829 near 
Patricia.  Multiple personnel 
responded.

Friday, Feb. 25
 10:42 a.m. – Police filed an 
offense report regarding prop-
erty that was found and brought 
to the police department.
 1:13 p.m. – A minor traffic 
accident was reported in the 

600 block of N. Dallas Ave.  
No report was filed.
 
Saturday, Feb. 26
 1:56 p.m. – Officers re-
sponded to a report of a minor 
traffic accident on N. 11th St.
 3:23 p.m. – A minor traffic 
accident was reported in the 
400 block of N. Lynn Ave.  
Police filed an accident report.
 6:15 p.m. – Multiple of-
ficers responded to a chase in 
progress on Hwy. 180 east of 
Lamesa.
 
Sunday, Feb. 27
 12:32 a.m. – Officers were 
notified of a minor traffic ac-
cident in the 1200 block of N. 
10th St.
 
Monday, Feb. 28
 7:30 a.m. – The fire depart-
ment was dispatched after a 
call was received about a grass 
fire near FM 1066 and FM 
829 south of Welch.
 11:44 a.m. – An arrest was 
made at the police department.
 
Tuesday, March 1
 5:37 a.m. – An arrest was 
made after a suspicious person 
or vehicle was reported in the 
300 block of S. 8th St.
 1:32 p.m. – Police made an 
arrest following a report of a 
suspicious person or vehicle in 
the 700 block of N. 4th St.
 3:13 p.m. – The sheriff’s 
office was notified of a theft in 
the 2800 block of Hwy. 349 
south of Lamesa.

CULINARY ASSISTANCE
Lamesa High School culinary students Laynie Allen (right) and Helen Vargas serve up sau-
sage and bacon while assisting at last weekend’s big pancake supper hosted by the Lame-
sa Service Club.  About 600 meals were served during the event, which raises funds for 
various local projects supported by the club.
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Traveling for Spring Break? 
Take us along with you!

Send us a photo of you and the Lamesa Press Reporter to 
be featured in an upcoming issue. 

Stop by 523 N 1st or email 

your picture and

information to 

adsales@pressreporter.com

Get the digital edition of the 

Lamesa Press-Reporter on your 

mobile device.
To subscribe, go to 

www.pressreporter.com

www.pressreporter.com
www.firstunited.bank
www.pressreporter.com
jphillippi
Rectangle




