
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                

 

  

 

 

 

                          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

                        

                                                                                                          

 
 

health care.  Prior to 2019, rural hospitals were 
being closed.   Since 2019, there has not been a 
rural hospital closure.  It was due to Senator Perry 
passing some legislature to keep the hospitals 
open.  Rural areas are in West and East Texas. 
     $85 million is to be spent on mental healthcare 
beds.  Those in the criminal justice system will tell 
you they pick up a large group of people every 
week who have mental health issues, drug 
additions, or off meds, who don’t really belong in 
the justice system.  Rather, they are now diverted 
to Star Care and are put back to work, once they 
are fixed.  $85 billion dollars was spent on rural 
health beds.  In Senator Perry’s 12 years, this was 
the first time money went to 60 rural health beds. If 
they get 150 – 200 beds west of I-35, it would solve 
a lot of the problems. This is the first time, money  
 
 (Continue on next page) 

 

     Today’s speaker was Senator Charles Perry.  
This meeting was with Rotary and AMBUCS.  
Senator Perry is married, has two daughters and 4 
grandchildren.  Senator Perry is a practicing 
accountant in addition to being a senator. 
     Senator Perry’s speech was a rundown on what 
has been done, and what is coming up in 2023.  
They started out last year in January, 2021 with 
Covid issues.  At that time they didn’t know what 
their session would look like, whether they would 
have any money, or if there would be a short-fall.  
He discussed the protocols they had in for the 
sessions, due to Covid.  He joked and stated he 
believed he was tested 250 times.   
      On the budget side, because the Feds pumped 
in so much money into the economy, over $30 
billion plus, and this did not include employment 
benefits, etc., Texas had a $248 billion dollar 
budget; only $2 billion short.  Daily, the comptroller 
updated what he thought they were going to have 
to spend.  By the time they ended their sessions, 
their budget was at $260 billion and was the largest 
budget Texas ever had. It is anticipated, for 2023, it 
will be a $280 billion budget.  There is an $18 billion 
cost they did not have last session that will be in 
2023. 
     Senator Perry calls himself the rural guy with 38 
of the counties having less than 10,000 people… if 
it is a rural issue, it goes through him.  He is 
consulted on it, he deals with It; it is his bailiwick.  
He oversaw health care for about two sessions and 
put in about $200 million dollars back into rural 
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04/26/2022—Board Meeting, Picoso’s 

     12:00 Noon. 
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05/23/2022—Hub City Outreach 
05/30/2022—NO MEETING and NO 
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like this was dedicated for rural health care beds.  Spent about $85 billion in CPS, Health care and 
Medicaid services.  Another large portion goes to public expenses.  So these two items costs about 90% of 
the budget.   

     Then in February 2021, there was winter storm Erie and this storm highlighted weaknesses in the grid 
system; or it could be stated that the grid operated in the manner it was designed.  In the 1990’s it was past 
for the system to be an unregulated operation, because people told them they did not want to pay for 
capacity energy…didn’t want to pay for something they didn’t need, but they wanted it there when they 
needed it.  This resulted in cheap energy.  We benefitted in not having to have capacity energy on the side.  
It didn’t perform as it should have, but it performed as it was…resulting in a 250 county event.  Winter 
storm Erie was a lot colder, a lot longer, than what we could have known…resulting in multiple issues in 
the supply chain.  In actuality, we were about 4 minutes away in blowing up the grid, losing multiple 
generators which would have taken time to locate and replace in the system.  So, it was on the verge of a 
catastrophic event.  And, we can’t go there again.  We are still under capacity and we need to bump up our 
capacity.  Today, if we have summers like some in the past, we will have summer events; however, they 
will not be as critical as winter storm events; they won’t be as catastrophic as the winter storm events.  
Texas is under capacity about 10 KW; they need more generators.  They also fixed some gas items in the 
legislature that they thought had been fixed in 2011.  They changed some things that could have cost 
Texas $1 million dollars a day per occurrence if you are not weatherized now.   

   Last year, 2021, $3 billion dollars of tax payer’s money went to the border.  Senator Perry stated he can’t 
spend any more money on the border issues, until there is a different rule of engagement.   Right now, we 
basically catch, and release to 161 countries. Those from Mexico have to go back.  Those who are non- 
Mexican, they receive asylum.  Because of this, it really confuses the issue of who can come and can’t 
come.  Of the $3 billion some of this money went to building fences on ranches, to prevent those coming 
across and increases the safety of the land owners. Hopefully the Feds will get behind this, it isn’t good 
use of tax payers’ money.  We need to find a different path of funds. 

     Texas Tech University got $350 million dollars, starting three sessions ago and will continue for every 
year.  Also Mid-Western University out of Wichita Falls, Amarillo has a Vet school and dental school, and 
El Paso has a nursing school.  Texas Tech has an enormous foot-print…it is a diamond in the 
rough…especially with the Vet school opening.  That is a game changer.  It is a first class and has top-
shelf technology.  The students will start their clinical side during their first year.  Those students will 
graduate leaps and bounds above other students in other Vet schools.  Other vet program can’t change to 
what Texas Tech has, because it would be too expensive to bring up their Vet school to the level of Texas 
Tech.   

     Senator Perry chairs on many committees; 8 active committees and 6 of those take a lot of time, energy, 
and focus.  He is on a committee that addresses water supply.  We need to have good stewardship of 
water; but we need to look at developing other water supplies.  Some of the water supply opportunities 
are:  marine desalinization from the ocean, water from the ground, rain, left over water from oil wells.  We 
do need to capture and reuse water.  To do this it takes all the oil people, EPA, to figure out how to capture 
the water in the Permian Basin and turn it into a water source.  To do this it also takes technology…do you 
have a way to distribute the water, and can you get it to the houses of those who need the water.  This 
would only be for the Permian area due to the large about of water that can be captured, and the costs 
involved in cleaning the water, distributing the water.  You would have to start this in a small area and have 
a plan as to how you can recover the cost of getting something like this operating successfully.  To start 
with, you would use this water mainly for agriculture.  This could be a game changer in the use of water.  
With the oil and gas companies injecting this water back into the ground has caused some problems.  The 
Permian Basin has limited permits on injecting.  Corpus is about to crank up marine desalinization and it is 
anticipated they will have 100 million gallons a day from this.   

     Looking at the interim of things:  We have Sunset hearings, Ag and water hearing, and public education 
and discipline in the classroom.  Teachers are quitting due to discipline problems in the classroom.  
There’s one to two kids in a classroom ruining the experience for all in the classroom.  This is all because  

(Continue on next page) 
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of inclusion.  In many cases it isn’t even safe in the classroom because of this situation.  One of the 
problems with the classroom situation are the activist groups.  They complain you cannot take a child out 
of the classroom, because in the name of inclusion.  It is time to get the right help for those who do not 
belong in the mainstream classroom.   

     PUFF reform is an endowment established by our founders to help UT and Texas A&M.  It was originally 
stated for those two universities.  The founders designated it to those two universities as they were the 
only universities at the time.  There will be steps to reform this and to be as painless as possible.  It is 
believed there will be success in getting PUFF broke up be fair for others to benefit from this endowment 
fund. 

     CPS and Foster Care systems has been the same narrative for the 12 years he has been on this…spend 
more money and yet still have the same results.  There are broken hearts, broken families, broken 
kids…government can never fix a broken heart, a broken family, or a broken kid… that’s not what the 
government does.  The government is to try to change the environment so it doesn’t happen as much.   

     Senator Perry stated property tax is at the local level; not at the state level.  The state provided  a $9 
million dollar buy down on taxes and this helped the property owners on their taxes.  We are fortunate to 
have our economy grow, but we do need to hold our locals accountable on their budgets.  Most locals 
taxing agencies are cash stripped.  There does need to be a tax reform at the local level. 

     There were questions after his speech…basically involved water supplies, property tax, electric cars, 
broadband and term limits.  There was one question regarding state income tax.  Senator Perry reported 
the State of Texas constitution prohibits a state income tax.  It would take changing the Texas constitution 
and he did not see this happening in the foreseeable future. 

    He ended his speech with his main concern…and that was the moral decline or the moral compass 
causing moral decline.  It is this that will be the downfall of the society as well as the move toward 
socialism.  If we can’t get a handle on this, it will disrupt liberty and the democracy we know.   

     This was a great speaker with lots of information for us to ponder. 

 

      

 

 

 

Feel free to wear your Western Big Hat or Big Hat Ball Cap 

to the club anytime.  A list of approved dates you need to 

wear your Western Big Hat is listed below.   It was 

approved Big Hat members could be fined $5.00 if not 

wearing your Western Hat.  Be sure you also have your By-

Laws and membership. 

 

 

Wear your Western Big Hat on the first Monday on the designated months: 

Spring Roundup-March and April 

June 

August 

Branding Time – October and November 

 



Inspiring Mobility & Independence 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE HAPPY BIRTHDAY AND ANNIVERSARY RECOGNITION CORNER 

Our Fire Extinguisher Birthday Wishes  
Go To 

NO ONE!! 

Anniversary Wishes Go To 

Gary and Angie McDonald  04/26 

Jason and Crystal Kennell  04/29 

Bobby Sanders asked all Ambuc members to remember the phrase: 

“YES I CAN” 

  

 

Had a change in your phone number, home address, email address, etc.?  Please email 

Elizabeth Middleton, emiddleton7aol.com, and provide the changes so we can update the 

member directory, mailing lists, email list, etc.  Thank you. 

 

 

Marble-O  

Marble-O is a fund raiser for the Big Hat Club.  The monies raised go to auctions at 
the Regional and National Conventions to purchase AMTRYKES.  Richard Hamilton 
has recently added a new marble to the bag…a shiny white and blue marble.  Should 
you draw that one, you’ll receive $10.00.  Draw the cat-eye marble, you’ll receive $5.00.  
Draw the white marble, you’ll receive one-half of the PROGRESSIVE MONEY 
COLLECTED to that date.  To participate and have a chance to draw, you must 
purchase a ticket(s) from Richard.  GOOD LUCK!! 

 

AMBUCS FOCUS INFORMATION 

Guests attending today’s luncheon:  
 
We had one guest at today’s luncheon.  Pam Sweeten brought Lisa Dolezal.  Pam joked 
about Lisa also being a refugee from California.   
 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HAND SHAKER PROGRAM 

The hand shaker program is designed for you to get to know your fellow AMBUC, and it is also a fundraiser for 
the Amtryke program.  Each member puts a dollar into what is referred to as the “Hand Shaker Pot” when 
they come into the meeting.  At the end of the meeting if your badge number is drawn you are eligible for half 
of the monies collected for that meeting. 
To be eligible to win half of the pot you must do the following: 

 Put in your $1 (that is no option) 

 Before you sit down to eat, you are to go around the room and greet each member who is already 

seated and call them by their first name (i.e.: Hi Richard).  If it is a guest, you are to introduce yourself 

to the individual. 

 Each member’s badge has a number applied to the back of the badge. At the end of the meeting, 

usually our speaker is asked to pull out a chip with a number on it. 

 If that person is present at the meeting they are eligible for half of the pot, provided they shook or 

into today’s world - did an elbow or fist bump with the mystery hand shaker. 

 If they did not make contact with the mystery hand shaker, then the money rolls over to the next 

meeting. 

 The “Hand Shaker Program” raises around $480 during our fiscal year or half of an Amtryke. 

 It is the responsibility of the Sargent-at-Arms to pick the mystery hand shaker for the meeting. 

 

 

 

 

PRAYERS FOR: 
 

Blessings to individuals, businesses and to those 
who travel. 

Dave Hallberg is our AMBUCS Southwest Region Director and he is a 

“hands-on” type of guy!!  He is our go-to support person when we need 

information, assistance, and/or guidance when it comes to the operations 

of our Chapter.   He is an important person for all Chapters who may be 

struggling with their scorecard and he will help solve issues quickly!  Dave 
has lots of resources to help for all who just ask.   He has great ideas and 

has a terrific success record.  Should you have questions, you can give him 

a call:  (817) 247-0494 or email him at swrambucs@gmail.com.  Thanks 

Dave for being so “hands-on”.   “Shoulders Together”. 

Prayer 

Requests 

mailto:swrambucs@gmail.com


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

MISSION STATEMENT: 
      Inspiring people to conquer challenges related to mobility and 

independence, through a nationwide network of volunteer 

chapters, working in partnership with physical, occupational and 

speech therapists; by providing AMTRYKE adaptive trykes, 

scholarships for therapists and many forms of community service. 

      How can you help?  You can become a member, a sponsor, or 

make a donation to the Lubbock Monterey Chapter of AMBUCS.  

For more information, please visit our website:  

montereyambucs.org 

 

https://montereyambucs.org/join-us/
https://montereyambucs.org/donate/#sponsors
https://montereyambucs.org/donate/
https://www.montereyambucs.org/


 LUBBOCK MONTEREY AMBUCS OFFICERS AND COMMITTEES 
June 1, 2021 – May 31, 2022 

 
 

 

 

OFFICERS 
President-Bobby Sanders 

President Elect-Rick Sosebee 

Vice President-Richard Hamilton 

Treasurer-Roger Clark 

Secretary-Donna Shattuck 

Sergeants At Arms-Hugh Lankford 

and Gail King 

Chaplin-Bill Wrench 

Past President-Robbye Hendryx 

 

One Year Board Members 
Kadee Harcrow 

Subodh Patel 

Jim Berrier 

Jim Anderson 

 

Two Year Board Members 
Shauna Brown 

Thad Politte 

Brett King 

Taylor Bristow 

 

Appointment 
Webmaster/Newsletter 

Elizabeth Middleton 

(non-voting) 

 

SUMMERFEST COMMITTEE 
Richard Hamilton, Chair 

Bobby Sanders, Assisting 
Secretary – Donna Rose Shattuck                                       
Advisor – Shauna Brown 
Social – Rollo Gurss; Members Stacy Creitz, Shauna Brown, Kadee Harcrow 
Marketing – Jeff Gibson; Members Taylor Bristow, Kim Owens, Elizabeth Middleton, 
Jerrod Shelton, Pam Sweeten, Mike Webster, Donna Rose Shattuck  
Finance – Roger Clark; Members Oscar Will, Bill Wrench, Gail King, David Fernihough, 
Eric Sansom 
Event Tracker – Brett King 
Auction – Kadee Harcrow; Members Pam Sweeten, Donna Rose Shattuck, Jim 
Owens, Shauna Brown, Vicki Bunting, Robbye Hendryx 
Amtryke Presentation-Jim Anderson; Members Gary McDonald, Elizabeth 
Middleton, Hugh Lankford, Ron Rummel, Bill Anderson 
Security – Richard Hamilton 

AMBILITY 
Jim Anderson Co-Chair  

Gary McDonald Co-Chair 
Elizabeth Middleton 

Roger Clark 

 

WEBSITE & NEWSLETTER 

Elizabeth Middleton, 

Webmaster/Editor 

 

SOCIAL 

Rollo Gurss, Chair 

 
Jim Berrier 

David Brenholtz 

Shauna Brown 

Stacy Creitz 

Stephen Fannin 

Jeff Gibson 

Kadee Harcrow 

Richard Hamilton 

Gail King 

Hugh Lankford 

Kim Owens 

Bobby Sanders 

Eric Sansom 

Rick Sosebee 

Pam Sweeten 

Mike Webster 

Oscar Will 
 

 

MEMBERSHIP 

Robbye Hendryx, Chair 
Jim Berrier 
Dani Brady 

David Brenholtz 
Roger Clark 
Stacy Creitz 

Chris Edwards 
Jason Kennell 

Brett King 
Scott Piercy 
Thad Politte 
Ron Rummel 

Bobby Sanders 
Donna Shattuck 
Rick Sosebee 
Marcus Young 

 

SPONSORSHIPS 

Richard Hamilton, Chair 
Dani Brady 

Taylor Bristow 

Chris Edwards 

Stephen Fannin 

Emmanuel Gaytan 

Rollo Gurss 

Robbye Hendryx 

Sean Moore 

Subodh Patel 

Thad Politte 

Oscar Will 

Bill Wrench 

 

PUBLICITY/VISIBILITY 
Taylor Bristow, Co-Chair 
Mike Webster, Co-Chair 

Dani Brady 
Shauna Brown 
Vickie Bunting 
Chris Edwards 

Lauren Fey 
Emmanuel Gaytan 

Jeff Gibson 
Kadee Harcrow 
Hugh Langford 

Kim Owens 
Jerrod Shelton 
Rusty Thoma 

FINANCE 

Eric Sansom, Chair 
Jim Berrier 

Taylor Bristow 
Roger Clark 
Lauren Fey 

Kadee Harcrow (Scholarships Only) 
Hugh Langford 

Sean Moore 
Pam Sweeten 
Rusty Thoma 

Oscar Will 
Bill Wrench 

 

 

 

PROGRAMS 

Pam Sweeten, Chair 
Kadee Harcrow 
Subodh Patel 

Debbie Summers 
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